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Narrative writing 
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What do I know about this task?  

Review your knowledge and understanding : 

 

 

What do I know about the type 

of text am I going to write? 

 

 

How long do I have to write this 

in the exam? 

 

 

How many words / pages am I 

expected to write? 

 

 

What is the examiner expecting 

me to write about? 

 

 

What am I being assessed on? 

 

 

 

What skills should I be 

demonstrating to the examiner? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keys to success : 

 Keep the plot simple and focussed on one event 

 Limit the characters to 2 

 Keep the time frame to a few hours at the very most 

 Build in as much detail as you can 

  Vocabulary : use the very best ‘wow’ words you can 

 Sentence structures : use different sentence types and  

structures to add variety 

 Be accurate :  use full stops – the past tense – the same 

narrator – paragraphs 

 

 

Some possible narrative writing titles: 

• Write an account of your first day at school 
• Write about a time you went on  a journey 

• Write an account of when you had to look after an 
animal 

• Write about a time you felt disappointed  
• Write an account of a time when you did something 

challenging  
• Write about a time you were tested  
• Write about a time you learnt something / lost 

something 
 



In this section you will be assessed for the quality of your writing 

skills. 20 marks are awarded for communication and organisation; 

15 marks are awarded for writing accurately. 

You should aim to write about 350-500 words 

 

a) Write about a time you were disappointed/ something went wrong  

 

Visiting a new destination, possibly on a school trip, and getting lost and not 

being allowed in  

Sneaking out for a post GCSE party without permission and being caught   

Being a last minute substitute in a league football match and not getting the 

ball 

Buying a lottery ticket and losing 

Buying the ‘perfect’ dress / hoodie / football shirt on eBay which arrives in a 

child’s size or too small or too big  

 

b) Write about a time you were tested/challenged 

 

Babysitting a younger relative who ruined the living room last time you were in 

charge 

Undertaking a sporting activity 

Having to look after a friend/neighbour’s dog when you are scared of dogs 

Having to take part in a family visit eg to an elderly relative  

Doing something you don’t want to do, which works out well unexpectedly.. eg 

shopping with a parent for a wedding outfit, welcoming a relative to stay at the 

house who is usually difficult. 

Doing an activity that is dangerous eg paragliding, parachuting, skiing, bungy 

jumping 

Sitting an exam, either in school or a music exam or auditioning for something 



The importance of planning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Think as widely as you can about the topic  

Don’t go for the most obvious story line 

Think about who is telling the story and  rom what point of view 

Keep it ordinary and focussed  



How can you make something ordinary detailed and engaging? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DETAIL 

Use your senses  : 

Hear   See 

Smell    Taste 

Touch 

Use adjectives to describe 

appearance  

Size   colour   weight 

Eg the huge, dense, black clouds 
 

Use precise verbs for movement  

Said : muttered, cried, bellowed, 

stuttered 

Walked : marched, paced, crept 

Vary sentence length to add tension 

3 short, 1 long, 1 short:  

 

I heard something. I stopped. Then, it 

happened. A shocked cry rang out 

from the living room as the sound of 

paint splattering the walls echoed 

through the house. I ran. 

 

Vary sentence structures 

Add extra clauses to develop 

the detail 

Describe setting and the 

weather:  

Relentlessly, the rain 

drummed against the 

windows. 

Use similes and 

metaphors: 

Like a cat hunting 

its prey, I prowled 

through the house. 

Varied 

powerful 

vocabulary 



Improving your style 
 

How to make an impact : 

  

 

It was Saturday morning and the sun was shining brightly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gradually, the sun inched its way through the 

thin curtains, disturbing my dreams. “No…,” I 

muttered, still drowsy with sleep, “No …..no 

school…” With a jolt, I realised it was the 

weekend, as the sound of a car door slamming 

announced the departure of my family for the 

weekly jaunt to the supermarket. 

I groaned.  

Uttering an agonised wail, I pulled the duvet 

violently over my head, as the sun’s rays 

found their way through the crack in the 

curtains.  It was too early ….. It was Saturday, 

my lie-in, my no school, sleep late day. Glaring 

at the sunlight dancing on the bed, I closed my 

eyes tightly. 

 

Extra 

clauses 

added to 

sentences 

Precise 

verbs 

Adjectives 

to give 

detail 

One 

sentence 

paragraph 

Appeal to 

senses : 

hearing 

Describe 

setting 

Varied 

powerful 

vocabulary 



Accuracy 

Writing accurately in your writing pieces in both Unit 2 and Unit 3 is essential  

Band 3 : half marks : A range of punctuation is used, mostly accurately. 

Use :  

 Full stops to end sentences. 

 Commas to separate extra information (like brackets) 

 Direct speech “ He’s inside,” Joe muttered. 

: New paragraph  

: Open “ 

: Capital letter “He’s inside 

: 1 of 4 ,.?! Before closing “He’s inside, 

: ” He’s inside,”  Joe muttered. 

 

Full Stops. 

 

A sentence is made up of : a subject (a person or animal or thing)  doing an action.  

Then it needs a full stop.  

The dog barked. 

The rain hit the window. 

His mother was cleaning the house frantically. 

 

Every time you have a new subject :  

 eg  There was / It was/ He was / The house was / My friends were / Time stood still 

 : it should have a full stop before it  

I gazed up at the wall. It looked huge in the moonlight. I wondered why I had ever agreed 

to do this. There was no turning back. 

 

Commas  

Commas separate items in a list or act (like brackets) to separate clauses in a sentence.  

 



 

There are several types of extra clauses : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Ing (participle) verb opening : 
 

Looking out of the window, she gazed at 
the bank of bright red tulips. 

Adverb opening : 
Cautiously, she peered into the box. 
Unexpectedly, the figure at the door 

stood quietly, staring up at me.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ed verb opening 

Warmed by the sun, the town slowly 
came to life. 

Adverbial opening: 
With a shock, he realised that his name had 

been called. 
Bit by bit, the paint peeled off the walls. 

Who/ which  clause : 
The old man, who was feeling lonely, 

watched her carefully. 
 

The kitchen, which my mother had left 
spotless, was now a scene of chaos. 

Subordinate clause opening with a 
connective : 

When he saw the paint dripping off the 
walls, his stomach turned over. 

 
Although it was hours before she arrived, 

his mother was frantically cleaning the 
house. 

 



Improving sentences : 

The woman walked into the room looking intimidating and angry. 

 

The woman stormed into the room, her black coat flying behind her. Her scowl was fierce as 

she scanned the room. Her piercing eyes settled on Sarah. 

 

It was raining. 

 

A slow, miserable drizzle filled  the air. Overhead, the sky was a thin, pale grey.  

Heavy drops of rain struck the ground repeatedly, creating huge puddles of cold, dark water.  

The thick black clouds covered the sky and threw the rain down.  

 

I sat in the kitchen, feeling annoyed. 

 

The chair was hard and cold but I barely felt it. I slouched forwards, drumming my fingers 

monotonously on the empty table.  Anger stirred within me as I thought about what she had 

said to me.  Twitching uncomfortably, my feet shuffled backwards and forwards over the 

grey tiles beneath the table. In the background, the noise of the clock, ticking repetitively, 

only added to my irritation.  

 

 

Quick tip : instead of using and to join two sentences, use an …ing extra verb 

clause at the start 

 

I stopped suddenly and watched him walking towards me. 

Stopping suddenly, I watched him walking towards me. 

 

I giggled nervously and began to move towards the door. 

Giggling nervously, I began to move towards the door. 

 

 



New paragraph ? 

Remember TiPToP : Time Place Topic Person 

 

 

  

Make your paragraphs effective : 

A paragraph can be used to highlight a key moment of 

tension in your story or a turning point in the narrative .. 

 

A light flickered through the darkness. He was home! 

 

A door slammed behind him.  As if in slow motion, a strangely 

familiar shape approached him. “ Home. Now!” 

 

Slowly, one by one, the seconds ticked by.  

 



In this section you will be assessed for the quality of your writing 

skills.20 marks are awarded for communication and organisation; 

15 marks are awarded for writing accurately. 

You should aim to write about 350-500 words 

 

a) Write about a time you were disappointed 

Or 

b) Write about a time you were tested/challenged 

 

Use the space below for planning your story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Write your story here  : 
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